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The American Community Survey
Outline

American Community Survey (ACS) basics

e About the geodatabase files

e Accessing and downloading the geodatabase files
* Using metadata tables to identify full descriptions
e Joining feature class to tables

e Resources for learning more

e Questions
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The American Community Survey
The Foundation

The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey design,
continuous improvement, and data quality

* The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data source for local statistics

on critical planning topics such as age, children, veterans, commuting, education,
income, and employment

* Surveys 3.5 million addresses and informs over $675 billion of Federal
government spending each year

* Covers 40+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal government uses
* Three key annual data releases:

e 1-year Estimates (for large populations)

e 1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations)

e 5-year Estimates (for very small populations)
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The American Community Survey

Availability of Data Products

Estimated Population of
Geographic Area

65,000 or more
20,000 to 64,999

Less than 20,000

Release Date
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1-Year Estimates

September 2021

1-Year Supplemental
Estimates

October 2021

5-Year Estimates

December 2021



The American Community Survey
How is the American Community Survey Different from a Census?

ACS Census

Purpose Sample estimates Official counts

Detailed social, economic,

Collects housing, and demographic Basic demographics

characteristics

Produces Population and housing Population and housing
characteristics totals
New Data Every Year 10 years
Data Reflect Period of time Point in time
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The American Community Survey
Data Collection Process
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The American Community Survey
ACS Content

HOUSING

CUnited States®

ensus

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Taxes, Insurance)
Heating Fuel

Home Value

Occupancy
Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure

Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities

Vehicles

Year Built/ Year Moved In




The American Community Survey
Table/Profile Numbering

~

e B=Data Product Type (Detailed Table)
e 06=Subject (Place of Birth)

ey o 004=Sequential Number (2 or 3 digits)
e A=Race/Hispanic Origin (White Alone)

/

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/which-data-tool/table-ids-explained.html
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The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts

Nation American Indian/
J Alaska Native Areas/
\ Hawaiian Home Lands

Zip Code Metropolitan and 5 .
Tabulation Micropolitan Areas Jrban Areas Reglons
Areas ‘
States
Congressional  School Places Counties  Public Use Alaska State
Districts Districts Microdata Native Legislative
Areas Regional Districts
Census Tracts
805,000+ ‘ 35,000+
Geographic Areas Block Groups Communities
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The American Community Survey
Selected Census Geographic Concepts

STATE COUNTY

County of El Paso
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CENSUS TRACT

BLOCK GROUP
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The American Community Survey
Outline

American Community Survey (ACS) basics

e About the geodatabase files

e Accessing and downloading the geodatabase files
* Using metadata tables to identify full descriptions
e Joining feature class to tables

e Resources for learning more

e Questions

c United States®

ensus

easssssssse Bureau

11



What is @ Geodatabase?

e A “TIGER/Line with Selected Demographic and Economic Data”
geodatabase file contains geographic boundary data pre-joined with
demographic and economic data variables.

* A geodatabase is a geographic file that can only be used in Esri ArcGIS
and related software.

 Files are released in the Spring following the ACS 5-year estimate file
release.
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The American Community Survey
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Where do | find these files?

* Go to Census.gov.

 Click Browse by Topic — Geography.

e Choose “Geographies”.

 Click on 2018.

e Choose TIGER/Line with Selected Demographic and Economic Data.

* Choose the geography that you are interested in and download, or
download from the ftp site.
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The American Community Survey
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The American Community Survey

Main Page
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BROWSE BY TOPIC

AMERICAN COMMUNITY
SURVEY (ACS)

About the Survey
Respond to the Survey
Mews & Updates

Data

Guidance for Data Users
Geography & ACS

Technical
Documentation

Methodology
Library

Qperations and
Administration

Contact Us

< Back to Our Surveys &
Programs

Respond to the ACS
Learn how

Q) Search

EXPLORE DATA INFORMATION FOR...

ff Census.gov > Our Surveys & Programs = American Community Survey (ACS)

American Community Survey (ACS)

The American Community Survey (ACS) helps local officials, community
leaders, and businesses understand the changes taking place in their
communities. It is the premier source for detailed population and
housing information about our nation.

How do | respond to ACS data help with Should | respond to
the ACS? COVID-19 response both the ACS and
efforts 2020 Census?

Data

2018 Data Release
Leam more about 2018 ACS data releases, including the latest release of new 2014-2018 ACS S-year
PUMS files and Variance Replicate Estimates, as well as the new 2018 ACS 1-year Supplemental
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The American Community Survey

Technical Documentation Page

Censu
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BROWSE BY TOPIC

AMERICAN COMMUNITY
SURVEY (ACS)

Cede Lists, Definitions,
and Accuracy

User Motes
Errata Motes
Data Suppression

Table & Geography
Changes

Table Shells and Table
List

Surmmary File
Documentation

PUMS Documentation

fariznce Replicate
Tables Documentation

Race/Ethnicity and
American Indian &
Alaska Native
Documentation

< Back 1o American
Community Survey
(AC

o0 0o

o e

Raspond to tha ACS
Learm how

Search

EXPLORE DATA

Census.goy > Ow Surveys & Programs = American Community Sorvey (ACS) > Technical Documentation

Technical Documentation

The American Community Survey provides various documentation to assist users
with our data releases. Click on the links below to learn more about these
TESOUICES,

Related Information

Code Lists, Definitions, and Accuracy
the detailed codes and definitions for variables, statistical testing, and an explanation of sample design

re

ology, and accuracy for the ACS.

User Notes
Learn more about issues impacting the American Community Survey, including design, collection, production,
and data releaze.

Errata Notes
Learn more about errors andfor comections related to the American Community Survey.

OCTOBER 01,2016
Data Suppression

Learn more about why certain American Community Survey estimetes are not aveilable due to data

Table & Geography Changes

anges 1o tables and geography for each American Community Survey data

Learn more about ¢

American Community Survey Data
Share Your ACS Data Story

Contact Us

You May Be Interested In

RELATED TOPICS
Caontact Us

AROUND THE BUREAL
Email Updates

MOST POPULAR

Share Your ACS Data Story
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The American Community Survey
Data Tell Stories. Tell us Yours!

DATA SURVEYS/PROGRAMS il 8

Tools, Developers  Respond, Survey Data

GEOGRAPHY  LIBRARY

Maps, Products

Infographics, Publications

Your story

can Community Survey

Share Your ACS Data Story

ure We want to hear about how you use American Community Survey (ACS) datal I

Did you or your organization use the ACS to make an important decision, hr — -
A community, open/expand a business, etc? If so, we are eager to learn mec ™" s Q..'
ACS data in action. Share your story by completing the fields below to b - AT
ACS  showcase the value of the ACS

4 i
QH l\ L

Your data details

Need help gstting started? Check out featured examples from our currei
of ACS data stories.

* N
Indicates a require. ~Em—

Your Story *

Tell us how you use ACS data

Qutcome *

Tell us about any outcomes or decisions that you or your organization have made based on ACS data. For example:
selecting a location for a $250 million department store distribution center that brought 4,000 jobs to Denver, CO.

census.gov/acs/www/share-your-stor
CUnited States® & facs/ / Y Y

ensus

e— Bureau census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/about/acs-data-stories.html



o%2%%, AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY

&¢I I DATA USERS GROUP

* Purpose:
* Improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS data.

 Promote information sharing among data users about key ACS data issues and
applications.

* Includes users group website and online community

e Webinars and special sessions at professional meetings planned
 Membership is free and open to all interested ACS data users

e ACS Data Users Conference: May 18-20t" (Save the Date!)
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The American Community Survey
Need Local Stats?

 FREE Assistance Near Youl!
Our regional data staff can help you access
local statistics from the ACS or offer
training to help build your skills.

e Contact us at:
1-844-ASK-DATA
(1-844-275-3282)
census.askdata@census.gov
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The American Community Survey
Continue the Conversation

m Sign up for and manage alerts at

More information online:

Census Customer Service Center
800-923-8282
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Social media: @uscensusbureau
HACSdata

ACS:
acso.users.support@census.gov

Geography:
geo.geography@census.gov

Source Us:

U.S. Census Bureau’s [YYYY — YYYY] American
Community Survey
[1/5]-year [estimates/statistics/data release]
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Bulk-Assign Aliases - Script Tool

Bulk Assign Aliases - Script Tool Overview

Python toolbox containing a script tool that can bulk-apply field aliases from a lookup table in AreGIS Pro.

%% Geoprocessing Sample by esri_demographics

Created: Mar 3,2021  Updated: Mar 3,2021  Number of Downloads: 0

Description

Details
ArcGIS Blog post containing more information: Bulk-assign field aliases from a lookup table in ArcGIS Pro.

Size: 2 KB

Accompanying stand-alone script here

ArcGIS Pro

Update attribute field aliases from a
lookup table in ArcGIS Pro

Data Managsment e a Diana Laver
March 02, 202 Gonzalo Espinoza

Data dictionaries. Lookup tables, Codebooks, While the name for a dataset’s

documentation might vary across professions and data sources, the ne

documentation is universal! A common way to store this type of metadata is in a lookup
table or clata dictionary. At its simplest, a data dictionary is a two-column table in which one
field is the field name, and another is the corresponding definition of what that field name
represents.

CUnited States®

This type of information can be stored on each field as the alias, An alias is an alternative
e ns u S name for a field providing a more user-friendly description of the content. Aliases are much

mare arenmmadating than fisld namees as they ran contain nn te 288 rharacters inelidina

Script tool available for download:
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=

c238f18683644e94bf39b6e441a2f09f

Blog post with more

information:
https://www.esri.com/arcgis-
blog/products/arcgis-pro/data-
management/bulk-assign-field-aliases/
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https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/arcgis-pro/data-management/bulk-assign-field-aliases/
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=c238f18683644e94bf39b6e441a2f09f

SIS ROT [  community.esri.com

A global community of Esn users where you can find solutions, share ideas,
and collaborate to solve problems with GIS

ArcGlIS Living Atlas of the

World

Q Search all content This place

Q Search all content This place

Home > All Communities > Products > ArcGIS Pro . Home > All Communities > Products > ArcGIS Living Atlas of the... .
@ Ogtions & Options 2

Subscribe Subscribe

All Boards in This Place All Boards in This Place

ArcGIS Pro Blog ArcGIS Pro Questions ArcGIS Pro Documents Living Atlas Questions Living Atlas Documents Living Atlas Blog
@ 350724 @50 @ 7544953 @ 76327 @ 175597 433 @ 39744 @32 @ 11980 @13 @ 17807 ¢ 202
ArcGIS Pro Videos ArcGIS Pro Ideas Living Atlas Videos ArcGlS Living Atlas Ideas
@523 @21 ® 1794850 M 3741 @ 0 ® 2200 @3
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